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2011: A Year of Change SMILE 
COOKIE 

WEEK 2011 

This year’s Smile 
Cookie campaign has 
raised $11,726.00 for 
our affiliate! This 
money will go a very 
long way towards 
building safe, decent 
and affordable homes 
in our community. A 
big thank you goes 
out to all the           
volunteers who     
dedicated their time 
to ensuring the     
success of this     
campaign, everyone 
who purchased a 
cookie, and to our 
local Tim Hortons 
stores for choosing us 
as the beneficiary. 
We appreciate all of 
your  support.  

As we approach the holiday season and a new 
year, a little reflection is in order. Looking back, it is 
clear 2011 has been a busy year at Habitat for   
Humanity Northumberland, laden with                
accomplishment.  
 
 The year’s most notable events were the recent 
dedication of our 35th home in Northumberland 
County and the ongoing renovation work at 396 
and 398 Alexandria Drive in Cobourg. When two 
partner families move into those homes later this 
winter, we will arrive at another milestone:        
completion of our last renovation project on       
Alexandria. 
 
 At that time, Northumberland County and our   
dedicated HFHN volunteers, staff and                
supporters will be able to say with pride that,     
together, we’ve offered a total of 37 local families a 
hand up to safe, decent housing. 
 
Also, in the year now ending, our fundraising    
campaign has made a significant mark in the    
community. Money is flowing into the organization 
through a variety of public events, our blossoming 
2011-2012 Partnership Project, and our successful 
2011 Smile Cookie campaign in league with the 
local Tim Hortons.   
 
 Our affiliate also has important internal              
accomplishments to report. In 2011, the ReStore 
staff celebrated more than five years as HFHN  
employees. The ReStore marked its fifth            
anniversary at the current location. HFHN           
volunteers were recognized at the national level for 
their contributions, and several new faces were 
welcomed to the affiliate. 

 Change was in the air at the Board of Directors. 
Newcomers, including Jason Schmidt and John 
Metson, replaced outgoing board members. The 
Family Partnering Committee was re-established, 
and now is recruiting volunteers, coaches and   
partner families to support new partner families as 
they make the transition from renting to home    
ownership.  
 
As some of you may know, our PR and Volunteer 
Coordinator, Shannon Morris will be leaving us at 
the end of this year. Throughout her time here at 
HFHN she has put together some fantastic       
campaigns, worked very hard to increase our    
profile in the community, and engaged a lot of new 
volunteers. We are very thankful to have her work 
with our affiliate and wish her every success in her 
future endeavours. 
 
 On a personal note, I would like to thank the Board 
of Directors, ReStore and Affiliate staff, partner 
families and our incredible volunteers for the many 
warm welcomes I received after rejoining the   
Northumberland affiliate as Executive Director.  
 
 On behalf of the HFHN directors and staff, may I 
wish everyone a safe, happy holiday season. We 
look forward to 2012 when, together, we will      
continue to help put affordable housing within reach 
of local families. 
 
 
  



Upcoming Events 
Family Information Session  

 
We will be running some information 

sessions for anyone interested in 
homeownership through Habitat. To 
obtain an application form a family 

must attend an information session. If 
you are interested in attending one of 
these sessions please contact Laurie 

at 905-373-4663 ext.28 

Staff Updates 

Women Build 2011 Build Dates 
 

We have openings on the following build 
days: 

December 2 
December 9 

If you would like to build with us please 
register online at 

www.habitatnorthumberland.volunteerhub.
com or contact Shannon at 905-373-4663 

ext.21 

Laurie Carrol,  
Administrative Coordinator 
It’s hard to believe that I have been 
here almost two years! In this position 
I meet many people from many    
backgrounds and it’s always a    
pleasure to meet new people and 
greet familiar faces.  
This year has been a busy and      
productive year with 3 families       
assuming homeownership, and     
several more working on sweat     
equity. I have the unique position of 
seeing them from start to finish.  
I am the face that will greet you just 
inside the door of the administrative 
office. If you have questions or need 
information please don’t hesitate to 
call or drop by. I’ll be happy to greet 
you.  

Ken Rekus,  
ReStore Manager 
I have been the manager of the       
ReStore since 2006 and can truly say 
this is the most rewarding position I 
have experienced in my management 
career. 
The Habitat staff team cooperative ef-
forts have resulted in steady growth of 
the ReStore year after year. During my 
summer knee replacement they pulled 
together to keep things running 
smoothly.  
It is difficult to describe the many     
bargains and products that change  
daily at our store. So pay us a visit to 
see what the ReStore is about.  

Shannon Morris, Volunteer and 
Public Relations Coordinator  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone that I’ve worked with 
and met over the past two years: the 
partner families, volunteers, staff, 
board members, donors and our   
media partners. I have learned so 
much from all of you. 
I’ve really enjoyed my time with   
Habitat and am glad to have been a 
part of something so meaningful.  
I wish you all the best of luck in the 
future.  

Habitat for Humanity Northumberland 
45 Ewart Street 

Cobourg, ON K9A 0A6 
905.373.4663 ph   

905.373.1459 
www.habitatnorthumberland.ca 

Facebook.com/habitatnorthumberland 
@HFHNReStore 

 

Office/ReStore Holiday Closure 
 

The administration office and the ReStore 
will be closed for the Christmas holidays 

from: 
December 23 at 12:00pm—January 2  

Happy Holidays! 



 
WOMEN BUILD FACTS:  

· The first Canadian 
Women Build took 
place in Waterloo,   
Ontario in 2000.  

· Since 2000 Habitat 
Affiliates across    
Canada have built 49 
Women Build homes.  

· Habitat for Humanity 
Northumberland has 
hosted 5 Women 
Builds in              
Northumberland  
County. 

· More than 1,400 
homes have been built 
world wide through the 
Women Build program.  

· Women account for 
50% of the volunteers 
on Habitat for          
Humanity sites across 
Canada  

· More than 1 in 5  
Women in Canada are 
living in poverty.  
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Women Build 2011: 
396 and 398 Alexandria 

Drive, Cobourg 

The amount of support we’ve had from 
the community 
during this build 
is overwhelming. 
To date, Women 
Build 2011 has 
seen hundreds of volunteers               
participating in the project. We’ve also 
had many teams join us on site from 
local high schools, and businesses. 
We’ve even had local businesses, 
churches and non profit groups provide 
lunch and snacks for our volunteers. 

Since mid September these volunteers 
have completely drywalled both sides of 
the semi detached home, have finished 
siding the entire home and painted. 
We’re currently working on installing 
laminate flooring, trim and interior doors. 

There is still time to participate in    
Women Build 2011. The build is    
scheduled to run until December 10, 
2011. Those interested in volunteering 
can register online at 
www.habitatnorthumberland.volunteerhu
b.com or by contacting Shannon at    
905-373-4663 ext.21. Please note that 
no previous experience or construction 
skills are required.  

  

   

TOGETHER WE’RE MAKING  
A DIFFERENCE 

Women Build 2011 is well underway on   
Alexandria Drive in Cobourg.  Besides being 
a Women Build this project is specifically 
meaningful to all of us at Habitat for        
Humanity Northumberland as  the two 
homes being renovated are the last of the 
22 PMQ Military homes that we have       
renovated on Alexandria Drive.  In 1998 we 
acquired the land on Alexandria Drive from 
the Town of Cobourg. The street was      
previously used as Private Married Quarters 
for the local army base. The houses were 
also used as housing for people with       
disabilities. Since 1998 we have renovated/
built a total of 27 homes on the street, our 
current build will see the transformation of 
the street’s 28th and 29th homes which are 
scheduled to be completed this winter. This 
project will conclude the renovation portion 
of the project. HFHN still has two empty lots 
that can allow up to 6 more homes to be 
built.  
 
Women Build is a Habitat for Humanity   
program that brings together women from all 
walks of life to address the housing crisis 
facing millions of people worldwide. Women 
Build encourages women to empower  
themselves and make a difference by    
helping to build safe, decent, and affordable 
homes in partnership with local families. 
Women Build also challenges local women 
to build a better future for children in our 
community an d a legacy of volunteerism for 
their own children. Women Build is not 
about excluding men; it is about including 
and empowering women.  



Social Media  

This summer the ReStore piloted a 
new program hoping to increase 
volunteerism amongst high-school 
students. The program allowed 
high-school students to register to 
volunteer in the ReStore for one 
straight week and work from 9-5 
each day. This would allow        
students to complete their required 
40 hours of community service and 
leave with a letter of reference, and 
a certificate of volunteerism for 
their records. The program was 
extremely successful. We had the 
pleasure of working alongside 18 
wonderful students who contributed 
a great deal to the store. We hope 
to run this program again next 
summer and anticipate an even 
higher participation rate.  

20% OFF Christmas 
Decorations 

20% OFF Floor/Table 
Lamps 

20% OFF Red Dot 
Items 

30% OFF All Flooring 

75% OFF All Finials 

December Sales 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

ReStore Hours 

Location 

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm  

Saturday 9am-5pm 

Closed Sundays 

 

45 Ewart Street, Cobourg  

Off of Division Street 

In Northam Industrial Park 

BUILD SITE  

We’re currently in the midst 
of a Women Build on        
Alexandria Drive. There are 
still openings available if you 
are interested in joining us for 
a build date. Women Build is 
open to everyone over 16 
years old, not just women.  

As with every HFHN build, no 
experience is required. We 
have skilled staff and        
volunteers ready to teach you 
the tricks of the trade. We 
also provide all the required 
safety equipment and tools.  

To register for Women Build 
2011 please visit Volunteer 
Hub at: 
www.habitatnorthumberland.
volunteerhub.com 

Did you know that Habitat 
for Humanity Northumber-
land is on Facebook and 
Twitter? 

For the latest information 
and pictures ‘like’ us on 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
habitatnorthumberland 

The ReStore is also on 
Twitter! We tweet about 
new sales and new ship-
ments. For up to date Re-
Store news follow the Re-
Store at Twitter: 
@HFHNReStore 

RESTORE 

Our ReStore is currently 
seeking mature volunteers 
who are able to commit to 
one morning or afternoon 
shift throughout the week.  

Specifically, the store would 
benefit from anyone with   
experience operating cash 
registers, with customer   
service or general         
handy-men/women who can 
help to repair donations. 

If you would like to get      
involved or find out more 
please contact Shannon at 
905-373-4663 ext.21  
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COMMITTEES 

The Family Partnering Com-
mittee is seeking coaches for 
our new partner families.  

The role of the coach is to 
guide new partner families as 
they transition into         
homeownership.  

For more information on the 
Family Partnering Committee 
or to get involved please  
contact Laurie at 905-373-
4663 ext.28  

 


